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Fallen Heroes:

1-227th Apache Pilots Honored for Their Sacrifice

By Spc. Andy Miller
122nd MPAD

CAMP CDOKE- It was
Easter Sundav in Iraq. A coali-
tion convoy moved through the
streets of Baghdad, west of the
international — airport,.  The
Soldiers came under enemy
fire. Thev responded, and sud-
denlv were locked im a fire-
fight

Someone called in for air
support. Moments later, an
Apache attack  helicopter
responded. 30-millimeter can-
nons immediately npped into
enany positions. The convoy
was saved,  The helicopter,
though, went down

Inside were Chiel’ Warrant
Officer 3 Weslev “Chuck”
Fortenberrv and Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Lawrence “Shane”™
Colton, AH-64D Apache pilols
from 15" Baualion 227'h
Regiment {Attack Helicopter),
Task Force Atlack. These two
Apache pilots paid the ultimate
prica for their couniry and their
comrades that day,

In henor of these Soldiers,
a memonal took place at a bat-
talion mrcraft hangar on Camp
Cooke the following Tuesday.

“Today's memarial service

was all about honoring two of

our American heroes who gave
their lives,” Lt Col. Ronald
Lewis. the 1-227 Battalion
commander said following the
ceremony, “Today was about
saving thank vou to them and
making swre that everyone

hears their storv, knows their

heroic acts and knows that
what they did was nght and

proper. Like them, any one of

us would mespond to contact
like that again tomormow.,”

Amencan ground forces
moving through lragi streets

are under constant threat of

attack. It's a comfort for these
Soldiers on the ground to know
there are attack helicopters
readv to help them at a
MOMEents nolice,

“I had =everal members of
the ground umit that they
[Fortenberry and Colton] sup-
ported here today,” Lewis said
“They =said ‘I just wanted to
come by and sav thank vou’
They told me they were down
W their last few rounds, and
that cur Soldiers saved their
lives,™

The Soldiers saved Easter
Sunday by the selfless acts of
Fortenberry and Colton  will

Phedos by Spo Andy Miler, 122nd MPAD
Members of 15t Battalion 227th Regiment (Attack Helicopter) are led by Spe.
David Boyd, an attack helicopter repair mechanic, to the front of the ceremony to
pay their respects to Chief Warrant Officer 3 Chuck Fortenberry and Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Shane Colton during a memorial service held in their honor.

probably never forzet the sacri-
fice they made that dmy. The
two pilots remain in the hearls
of those who knew them best

“The aviators that 1 work
with have a sense of brother-
hood that few will ever under-
stand,” Chief Warrant Officer 2
Justin Tvler, an AH-64D palot
said ““When one of our own
falls, vou have to be there to
honor them. Our pravers are
with their families, We fiv, day
1o day, for them,™
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» Apache Pilots Make the Ultimate Sacrifice

By Spc. Andy Miler, 122nd MPAD
A memorial at Camp Cooke honors the lives of Chief
Warrant Officer 3 Chuck Fortenberry and Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Shane Colton. The two AH-84D
Apache attack helicopter pilots died Easter Sunday
while providing support to ground troops in a coali-
tion convoy west of Baghdad International Airport.

Spur S The
Moment

What do you miss most
about the States ?

“Family and just “My wife. My
being able to get Mustang."

in my car and go

somewhere.”

SPC Jessica Kern, 556G Keith Moerbe,

HHC 4BCT 239th MI
“Being able to go “Family would be
home after a hard number one, and
day's work." the beaches of
Hawali,”

SGT Rene Zamora,
A Pit., 2-T Cav

CW2 Aaron Dotson,
B Co., 1-25 5 Avn
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All in the Family

Father & Son Patrol Baghdad Together

By Pfic. Al Barrus
122nd MPAD

CAMP BLACK JACK-
Most fathers spend quality
time with their sons by going
fishing or may be to hasehall
games, but one 2" Brigade
Combat Team (BCT) fathar-
SO0 pair goes on combat mis-
sions together here.

“In mw active duty years |
never gl the chance o get
deploved like this, so | figured
I might as well come out here
with my son,” said Sgt.
Morman French, a National
Guardsman from Texas” 4oth
Armor Division, now a radio
and telephone operator for and
BCT Headgquarters and
Headguariers Company.

“1 don’t know what the
chances are that we got sta-
tioned in the same bngade. but
I know they have to be pretty
slirm,” smid Spe. Ryan French,
a Quick Reaction Force (QRF)
teamn leader in Head quarters
Suppori Baitery, 3" Bartalion,
#2140 Field Artillery Regiment,
md geT,

Though they are both in
the same brigade, their differ-
ent military occupations keep
them separated often. Still.
when thev are together, it's
gpecial.

“We get to go on patrols
together every now and then,
but it's hard for me to get out
of the [tactical operations cen-
ter].” the elder French said.
“It"s not terribly unesual 1o
have a father and a son in the
same brigade, but (o actually
be poing on patrols together is
something.™

You might think that hay-

ing family members serving
together thousands of miles
from home is unusual, but this
isn’t a firsi-time eveni for this
pair,

“One time, | was going (o
vizit Rvan's step-maother in the
Ukraine. and 1 had a lavover in
Frankfurt,” Sgt. French sad
“Ravan was stationed thene, and
he showed me around. 1t was
greal because | had lived there
when I was a little kid when
my dad was .. in the Air
Force,”

The fact that both father
and son are in the same
brigade wasn't entirely Fate
Spc. French has been in the
Army for six vears. He spent
his first tour in Germany then
requested (o go o Fort Hood
For his mext duly station (o be
close 1o his home of Austin,
Texas.

The opportunity for Sgat.
French 1o join s son’s

Spc. Ryan French, both with
the Znd Brigade Combat Team, live only 150 yards apart on Camp Black Jack.

brigade came while he was
working as a government serve
ice employee [or the stats of
Texas, in Austin, A liaison umi
from Austin was attached to
15! Cavalry for this deplov-
ment, but they were under
strengih. Sgi. French volun-
tezred 1o go with them. When
the unit was split among the
First Team brigades, the elder
French [ound himself serving,
and living near his son.

“I was put in 2" Brigade
bv dumb luck,” Szt French
said. “Now Ryan's trailer is
only about 150 vards from
mine. The ability to talk to
vour own son is a pleasure that
can’t be easily replaced, and it
makes being on the other side
of the world [far| from home
all the more easier™

There are a lot of stressors
that build up on deploy ments,

Having familyv close by iz a
luxury not avalable to many
Lraaps,

“Most evervone here 15
away from their Famihies and
it’s hard, especially for the
married people,” the elder
French noted. “They are com-
pletely out of their fish tank so
to speak,” added Sgt. French
“|Byvan and ] can still get
together and have father-son
talks. It makes us el like we
are back home.”

Aside from the experience
of a lifetime, Sgt. French vol-
unteered as a way 1o spend
quality time alongside his eld-
est son.

“A big reason 1 volun-
teered to come here was 1o
serve with my son,” he said. =1
maore or less made him join the
Armw, and now he's sone to
war. It's only Fair that [ go
with him.”
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Trigg

er Pull:

A First of Many Columns (Unless I Get Fired For This One)

MSG Dave
Larsen

1C0
Fublic Affairs
) Office

o

":Com'mentary

I was driving home from
work afler another long day of
pre-deplovment  preparaticn
back in early March, listemng
to Maticnal Public Radio’s “All
Things Considerad,” when |
heard Pulitzer Prize-winning
columnist Ellen Goodman of
the Boston Globe talk aboul
writing an award-winning col-
ummn.

Goodman  provided an
anacdote during her broadcast
interview,

One dav. she said, her
voung daughter had a friend
over to the house 1o play. Ellen
wis i her study banging away
al a compuier for her nexi syn-

dicaied column. The playmate
asked Goodman’s daughter,
“What exactly does vour Mom
ga for a living?”

The answer. “She geis
paid 1o give evervong her opin-
ion.”

Well, that’s what this col-
umn will do. too. though I'm
not a Pulitzer Pnze-winning
author. mor will 1 cover the
soctal ills of Amencan culiure
as Ellen Goodman does with
such Mair

Since leaving homa, |
totally missed March Madness.
Mavbe vou did. too. Just to fill
the University of
Connecticut won bath the men
and WOmen's NCAA
Basketball Championships.
[¥ana Taurasi is U'Conn’s best
plaver. male or female, even
though the National Basketball
Association won't draft her,

Morg  recentlv,  San
Francisco Giant slugger Barmy
Bonds tied and surpassed his
sodfather, hall-of-fame center

You in

fielder Willie Mays, as the
third-most prolific home mn
hitter of all time.

Bonds 15 a umique individ-
ual. Most baseball writers hate
him. His homatown fans love
him, and so do the fans in every
other major league city because
of his habit of choking in the
play-ofls.

It is baseball season, and |
feel honor-bound 1o pick my
Tavories o win the whole she-
bang come October

First. 1 can tell vou who
WON'T wan: my homies, the
Milwaukee Brewers! You
know, the team that Seattle
wouldn't support i the early
7057

My editor says that I'm
running out of time, so here
goes:  the New York Yankees
win it all. The Chicago Cubs
win the National Leagpe pen-
nant, and then become loveable
losers again in the fall classic

Hopefully this column is
opiniocnated enough for vou

Ii's all aboui sporis. My boss
has told me that | can’t wrile a
spors column withoul men-
tioning Seattle (for the CG o
read ~ did 1. =ir!) and boxing,
because he vsed (o be o boxer
and promotar,

OFK, here goes: the current
state of professional boxing
stinks.

The last true great heavy-
weight champ was probably
Larry Holmes. I"m pretiy unim-
pressed with the sport these
davs (=ir!),

This column went so long
today thanks to our friends at
G-, who lost NIPRNET last
night. We had o fll with
Senme i |

I (we} encourage
opimions.  Send vour cards, let-
ters and fan mail o

vid.j larseniaus, army. mil.
We will always consider print-
ing all letters to the editor, or
this column.  Stay tuned. (I
told vou I was no Pulitzer Pnize
winner!).

oy
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Today in History
April 15

¥ From historychannel.com

1565 President Lincoln dies
1912 BRMS Titanide sinks
1927 First footsteps left at
Grauman’s Chinese
Theater

1940 English author and
politician Jeffrev Archer is
‘born

1959 Castro visits the LLS,
1970 1.5, 15t Infantry
ivision withdraws firom
Vietnam

1990 Ava Gardner dies
19958 Pal Pot dies




